








ATTENTION YOUTH...

JULY MISSION TRIP

TO VENEZUELA...

A Youth Mission Trip to Venezuela is being planned
for this July and you are invited to participate. For
several years youth from the Rocky Mountain UCC

and DOC have traveled to Venezuela with our

Global Partners program. The purpose of these trips

is to provide cultural exchanges between the US and

Venezuelan youth groups and to support one another

in our spiritual journeys as we seek peace and justice

in our world.

This year we will join the Venezuelan youth for their
National Summer Gathering; work together on
building projects like the construction of an audito-
rium at the UEPV youth camp, and participate in
music events, sports, reflections, and worship.

You will experience a great balance of Christian Ser-
vice, faith, and FUN! This isn’t “all work and no
play”. You will make new friends and have a great
time! No specific skills are needed for these trips.

It is amazing what happens when we encounter new
places, cultures, and different ways of life. You’ll
develop closer relationships with each other and
with God. As a result you’ll come home with a new
sense of unity, understanding and respect for each
other.

Our next Youth Mission Trip will be July 21-28,
2010. Costis about $1500. Registration deadline is
April 1, 2010. For more information visit
rmcucc.org/outreach/globalpartners/gpapply.htm or
contact Alice Silver, 720-344-6947 or ag-
silver@pair.com.

Your life will never be the same after one of these
trips!

Children & Youth: Are you interested
in knowing what it takes to become a
Christian, be baptized, and become a
member of the First Christian
Church? I have just the class for
you! We'll be meeting on Wednesdays
@ 3:30 p.m. for one hour. If you are
interested but this time really doesn't
work for you, then let Tracy Morgan
know and we'll see what we can work
out. This class takes about 6-8
weeks. We'll be done in time for you
to make a decision and to be baptized
on Easter if that is what you decide
you want. We'll start Wednesday,
February 10th. Contact Tracy @ 667
-1318 x 24 if you are interested so
that we have enough books.




Bulletin Board

Robert Haynes, our Granddaughter's husband has just
been deployed to Iraq for the second time.

Would you please keep him in your prayers?

Thank you!

Pat and Don Groves

To First Christian Church staff and members,
Thanks so much for the gifts at Christmas and the support
during the past year.

From a very appreciative member
God bless!

First Christian Church,

Thank you for hosting our rehearsals and the Mozart
concert. We appreciate the great facility to practice in
and for the Mozart concert your sanctuary is a perfect
setting. Thank you for opening up your hearts to our
orchestra family.

The Loveland Orchestra

To First Christian Church

Thank you Tom Webster and members of First Christian
Church for the honor and recognition you bestowed upon
me by granting the rank of Minister Emeritus. Our
association with the church extends over fifty years as
minister and now congregation member. The beautiful
plaque will be forever cherished, and Pat and I will
together enjoy using the gift card at a local restaurant.
Our lovely daughter, Marcia, did a wonderful job in
presenting the brief resume of my ministry through the
years.

Sincerely,

Ed and Pat Carter

Join us for a delicious spaghetti lunch in Minnerly Hall on
Sunday, February 28" at noon. Spaghetti & meatballs,
salads, and rolls will be featured. This meal is a
fundraiser for our Godspell production this summer. We
will collect a free will offering to help cover the many
expenses incurred in the production of this wonderful
witness of Christ. The musical sets the words of the
Gospel to life in a contemporary setting. So, on February
28™ bring not only your desire to worship the Lord, but
your appetite. Thank you for your support of the summer
production of Godspell. Look for a repeat of this meal in
March alongside a talent show.

Karl Winegardner and Bob Coe,

Meal Organizing Committee

Upcoming Link Deadlines
Marchl1, April 14
Items must be turned in by 8am on these days in order to
be included in the current LINK

Census Positions
Full time, part-time and temporary positions. Pay varies
depending on positions. Employer is currently recruiting
and testing several times weekly. Please call 1-866-861-
2010 or local office 970-475-6080 for testing information.

T.6.I.F.
(This 6roup Is Funl)

We hope you'll notice our photos on the hall
bulletin board from the Eagles Hockey game. It
was a huge success with 30 folks have a great
time. Thanks Tammy Swartz for hosting the
event.

Our next fun evening is planned for Friday,
Feb. 26™ in Minnerly Hall. Bring the family and
be ready for a night of singing all your old
favorites (i.e Beatles, Elvis, Frank Sinatra, Patsy
Cline, Abba, Showtunes, etc.). Our FCC “Coffee
House" will be open at 7:00 pm for Sing-along,
Karaoke, DJ Dedications, and even Dancing if
you're so inclined! Bring a snack to add to our
beverage selection (more than just coffee). You
can add to the festivities with a period costume
(i.e. Poodle Skirts, Leather Jackets, Tie Dye T-
shirts, "Beatnik"” Black, Zoot Suit, Mini-skirts,
Leisure Suits---whatever works)!

Mark T.6.I.F. to your March calendar for
Friday, the 26" at the Candlelight Dinner
Playhouse (near Johnson's Corner - Exit 254).
Look for a sign-up soon, with groups of 20 or
more we can get a special rate. My Fair Lady,
always a favorite, will be our evening
entertainment. ch for details as the event
approaches. As always, it just won't be the same
without YOU!

Your T.G.IF. Planning Team!




My, how our church gets used!

We are blessed with a wonderful church
building and campus! Our history in this community
is one of sharing that blessing with not only our
members, but with our community as well. Itisa
powerful form out outreach to our community. We
have diverse groups using our building and their
activities add to the quality of Loveland in so many
ways. It is also a Christian action to open our doors to
those in need. And yet, sometimes this practice
causes us stress. Have you ever come to church to
have a meeting or gathering and find another group in
your room? Have you ever come to use a room
(Christian Education on Sunday, for instance), and
find that the users before you left the room a mess?
These frustrations and a genuine concern for the
stewardship of our church led the General Board to
appoint a task force to study our facility use and make
recommendations as to policy and procedure changes.

The task force worked this fall on its charge
and took a proposed Community Use of Church
Facilities: Policy and Procedure to the Board at its
January meeting. The Board adopted the package as
of January 18, 2010. The new system has three main
goals: 1) To collect information from all our
building’s users (internal and external) for a
comprehensive data base of what is used, when it is
used, and who is using it (a comprehensive master
calendar), 2) To ask all our building users to partner in
the shared job of keeping our facility clean, safe, and
orderly, and 3) To ask our community building users
to partner in the shared job of supporting the church
financially. These are tall undertakings! To treat all
parties fairly, the system created “categories” of users
ranging from staff/members to for-profit groups. The
task force also recommended contracts be in place for
those power-user groups, such as Stepping Stones,
JesuCristo church, and Classic Conversations (a home
-schooling group). The church does have a contract
with Banner Health for Stepping Stones; contracts are
being developed for the other two groups.

Implementation of the new system is
underway. The goal is to work with each of our users
until all groups have completed use requests, made
deposits for any keys they may have been issued, and
know what their user fees will be. To assist in the
monitoring of the system, a Liaison Team has been

created. The three-member team will be contacts for
both members and users to work through any issues
that may arise from facility use. The members of the
Liaison Team for 2010 are: Barbara Miller (General
Board Chair), Lyle Hinkle (Trustee), and Duane
Barnett (Property Team Chair). Much thanks goes to
the task force members for their hard work in this
undertaking. They are: Kirsten Bayne, Max and
Marcia Peters, Tammy Swartz, Pastor Tom, and
Dennis Miller (chair). Specific questions on the new
system may be directed to Dennis, Kirsten, or any
member of the Liaison Team.

Yours in Christ,

Dennis Miller,
Licensed Minster

Bus Ministry Pancake Breakfast

We will be serving a pancake breakfast again
this year to benefit our bus ministry. We’re into our
third year of operating a fleet of buses in the Loveland
community every Sunday morning. Rides to and from
church services and Christian Education classes are
available free of charge for members or any other
interested party in the community. Plate offerings and
passenger contributions help to provide ongoing
support for the ministry, but for 2010 the church
general fund support for the ministry had to be cut by
25%!  The pancake breakfast fundraiser is a key
element in the resource mix to keep it going!

This year we are starting a new tradition and
will be teaming with the good folks at Applebee’s
Restaurant to do the Pancake Breakfast at their
facility. It will be from 8:00 until 10:00 a.m., on
Saturday, March 13™. The price is only $5.00 per
person (children under 5 — Free)! Tickets can be
purchased in advance from Dennis Miller on Sunday
mornings in the Narthex. You can also pay at the door
on the day of the event if you choose. We will also
need dining room help the day of the event. For more
information, call the church @ 667-1318 or Dennis @
667-7330.

Thanks for your support of the Bus Ministry!




Tribute to Harvey

Let me introduce you to my dad, Harvey, and his legacy of ministry and service for 53 years.

While growing up in Kalispell, MT he felt a calling to ministry and went to Northwest Christian
College in Eugene, OR to prepare. While there he served in three student churches: Hillsboro,
Sutherlin and Glen Eden Beach, OR. He also met and married his faithful, supportive wife, Bonnie
while attending NCC.

Together, they have served in five churches: Palouse, WA, Clearfield, IA, Kent, WA, Loveland, CO
and Laramie, WY. While serving the small church in Clearfield, he traveled 100 miles to Des Moines,
IA to attend seminary and receive his Master of Divinity degree.

With God’s direction he added on to the buildings and congregational sizes of four of the seven
churches that he served. During his time in Loveland he assisted with the growth of two new
congregations: Crusade Christian Church and Heart of the Rockies Christian Church.

Dad’s family has grown (along with his waist). He and Mom have three children: Debbie, Dave and
Dan, their spouses, three granddaughters, one great-grandson and one great-granddaughter.

Dad has been a mentor for many during his time of ministry. Several have chosen to enter the
ministry: Mark Mullins, Clark and Dean Shearer, Dawna Boyes, Dean Walker, Tina Hansen and Lee
Sparks.

Our family can hardly travel anywhere in Northern Colorado without someone saying to us, “I know
your dad; he did such a nice service for...”. He has conducted 480 weddings and 535 funerals and
numerous baptisms during his life of ministry.

Dad loves music! He sang on the NCC men’s quartet, with the Dill/Ruegsegger quartet, in all his
Church choirs, numerous special music offerings and has sung some of his sermons. He even plays the
piano for his Lions Club meetings.

He has been a Police Chaplain for 31 years serving the needs of both the police force and the
community in times of crisis and need.

He truly has a servants’ heart, serving for the Disaster Recovery Talk Force after the Big Thompson
Flood, Habitat for Humanity, been a Salvation Army bell ringer and helped organize the church
softball league. He loves doing his handyman projects through Volunteers of America. And visits with
all those he does those projects for.

We may not be as tall or wear a size 15 ring like Harvey, our hugs may not be as large but I pray that
dad’s legacy of being Christ’s servant, his compassion and kind, fun-loving heart may be all of our
legacies.




Rachels Remarks

Called to Love

Our Youth Sunday for the *09-°10 school year was on January 31, and
thanks to the hard work, preparation, and leadership of the youth and
their sponsors, as well as the helping hands of numerous volunteers,
support of a loving congregation, and especially the involvement of the
Holy Spirit, we had a beautiful and memorable worship experience. Our
scripture was the 13" chapter of 1 Corinthians, commonly nicknamed
“the love chapter”, our theme was “Called to Love”, and for lack of a
better idiom, love was in the air. That morning, I personally experienced
one of my strongest God sightings in months in both the youth’s heartfelt
leadership and the congregation’s warm response. I am having trouble
finding the words to sufficiently express the joy and love that we shared.
The following paragraphs contain the text of the message that was shared
by two of our seniors, Megan and Geoff. After sharing this message, the
youth invited the congregation to respond by immediately connecting
with each other and sharing God’s love. The result was amazingly
beautiful and moving for many of us. Though we can’t recreate that
moment exactly, I extend a similar invitation to you now: Maybe you’ll
read Megan and Geoff’s message (below) first, and/or the 13" chapter of
1 Corinthians, but then, don’t hesitate. Find someone near you, be they
someone you love dearly or a casual acquaintance. Let them know, by
words or actions, or both, that they are deeply and unconditionally loved.

Nothing is more important than this.

Youth Sunday sermon: “Called To Love”

Geoff: “We’ve all heard or seen this scripture before, but have we ever
really thought about where it came from or why it was written? During
the time period that this was written, the city of Corinth was in a spiritual
crisis. Most of the members of the Christian church there were Gentiles
that had converted to Christianity, so they didn’t know or understand the
laws and teachings of Moses because they hadn’t been raised in the
Jewish faith or tradition. So their church was pretty clueless on issues of
morality. Now Paul had an almost father like connection to this church.
This news upset him so he wrote several letters to the church because he
physically couldn’t be there. These letters were eventually combined to
form 1 and 2 Corinthians in the Bible. Now in 1 Corinthians 13, Paul
talked a lot about a type of love called agape. Last week Pastor Tom
talked about how Paul was encouraging the Corinthians to use their gifts
as the body of Christ. Here, Paul tells them the greatest gift any of them
have is agape love. Paul goes on by saying that even if you have the
most knowledge you can, it doesn’t mean anything without love. Why

does he say this?

(Continued on next page)

With gratitude and hope,

Weekly Youth Meetings
for youth in grades 6 — 12

Sundays: Rush Hour
Join us for faith exploration
9:40 — 10:40 am
Middle school in NW corner classroom
High school in Sacristy

Wednesdays: Xone 77
Youth Groups in Minnerly Hall,
6:00 — 8:00 pm
Worship, fellowship, fun, and food!

Upcoming Youth Events

Middle School
“Just Say Know” Course in
Sexuality and Spirituality
Sundays, Feb 21-Mar.7
This informative course for middle
school teens and parents covers many
aspects of sexuality from a Biblical
perspective, connecting sexuality and
spirituality with God’s beautiful de-
sign. Cost is just $15 to cover materi-
als, and course is taught by informed
and qualified, experienced teachers.
For more information including spe-
cific topic list, and/or to register for
course, contact Rachel asap.

TGIF “coffee house” and karaoke
party
Feb. 26, 7pm
Youth and their families are welcome
to join the TGIF group for a karaoke/
sing-along and ‘coffee house’ party.

and more...

We will prepare and serve fundraising
meals on Palm Sunday and Easter
Sunday.

The next “Gathering” will be hosted
by our group.

Summer camp dates have been re-
leased (forms will be available very
soon), and mission trips are being
planned.



Because if there’s one thing you should know, it’s love.

Paul wanted the church to know that not only does God show agape love to us, but God gives us the ability to show
agape love to others. The happiest people in the world are the people who know love.”

Megan: “We know why Paul wrote this letter to the Corinthians, but now we need to ask, “What is love, exactly?”
Paul describes it pretty clearly in his letters. He says it is “patient, kind, not envious or boastful or rude... It rejoices
in truth... and endures all things.” So anything that does not fit this description is not true love. There are many
different types of love though. If you Google “LOVE,” over 1.5 billion hits come up. There is romantic love (called
eros); love for friends and family, or brotherly love (philos); even “love” for material things. How many of us have
claimed to “love” something material, like a color or a favorite food? But is this real love? Well, it’s not the kind of
love that Paul is talking about. Paul describes agape love: unconditional love from God. God gives us this agape
love, even though we don’t necessarily deserve it. When Jesus came, he was a physical representation of this love.
After all, he died for our sins! We, as humans, are incapable of possessing, knowing, and giving love without
knowing God. Since God is love, we cannot know true agape love without knowing God.”

Geoff: “So what’s the big deal? Why do we love? Well, let’s take a look at it. What would life feel like without
love? We take love for granted, don’t we? Now, what does life feel like with love? Doesn’t it feel wonderful just
to be loved? How many people have heard the song “All You Need Is Love”? That’s a great song with the message
that you can do anything if you have love. I mean if you think about it we receive love every day through family,
friends, parents, significant others, pets,... the list can go on and on. How many people have a dog? That’s the
closest thing to unconditional love I have seen. I mean, you leave and they walk you to the door. When you come
back they drop everything and run to you, almost like their day was horrible until you came home. Receiving love
like that makes your life full. Well that’s how we should feel always because God loves us even more than they do.
The greatest gift God gave us is the ability to give and receive love. Can we be a member of God’s church without
being a church of love? Exactly, we all have our individual parts in the body of Christ, but the one thing we all
share is a calling to share God’s love. Nothing in your life lasts forever except for love.”

Megan: “Now we know why Paul wrote letters to the Corinthians, we know what love is, and we know it’s
important, but how do we act it out? This is the most important question of all. After all, why read scriptures if we
don’t take them to heart and act upon what God tells us to do?

Showing love can be easy! There are big things and small things we can all do to show people love. There is a
program called Rachel’s Challenge that comes around to schools and events around the country, and I was fortunate
enough to attend a Rachel’s Challenge assembly at my school. Basically, a speaker comes and tells the story of
Rachel Scott, a girl killed at the Columbine shooting about ten years ago. Rachel Scott was probably the nicest
person anyone at Columbine had ever met. She was always kind and showed unconditional love to everyone around
her. She wrote about love and kindness, and she modeled it everyday by doing small things like smiling at people in
the hallways. Rachel even did bigger things like coming between a bully and someone who was being bullied. She
could have gotten hurt, but she didn’t care. She did what was right.

Sometimes a loving act can be a kind gesture from a stranger, or a high-five from a child. Showing and receiving
agape love is a universal need. Have you ever missed an opportunity to show love to someone? How does that feel?
How does it feel when you do show love to someone? How does it feel when someone else shows love to you?
Showing and receiving love is a pretty amazing feeling. I don’t know why anyone would ever want to keep that gift
from someone else. There is a new movie that just came out (January 22, 2010) called “To Save a Life.” This movie
is a fictional story about a guy named Jake. Jake’s life seems perfect: he’s the star basketball player, he has a
beautiful girlfriend, he gets invited to all the parties, everyone loves him. However, something scary happens at his
school. A student named Roger used to be Jake’s best friend; they grew up together! But when they started high
school, people started to make fun of Roger, because he had a physical disability that made him walk funny. Jake
became friends with the people who made fun of Roger, and abandoned his friendship with his childhood friend.
Roger didn’t receive agape love from people, they were mean to him, so he decided that he didn’t want to live
anymore. He came to school with a gun one day, and killed himself. This experience was really tragic for Jake, and
he didn’t know how to deal with it at first. But throughout the movie, Jake finds God and realizes that if he had
shown Roger some love, maybe he wouldn’t have decided to end his life. No matter who you are, where you’re
from, what you look like, or how old you are... We all need to give love and be loved by God and by each other.
Paul tells us in the scripture that it’s important to love, and Jesus shows us how.”



March Birthdays

HERL, Kathryn
TRUITT, Carol
POOVEY, Angela
PARSONS, Kathy
FREEMAN, Bob
SCHMIDT, Doris
PERRY, Toni

SMITH, Tom
EKERBERG, Nancy
BUROW, Gwen
MASTERSON, Martha
WALTERS, Edna
WRAY, Hugh
BROWNRIGG, Mary Jane (Joy)
KNOWLTON, Randy Corbett
WEBSTER, Jennifer
EVERS, Vivian
VAUGHN, John
WEBSTER, Matt
DUNLAP, Leah
HINKLE, Lou
KLASSEN, Daryle
BLOCKER, Connie
ZIMBELMAN, Maxine
BECKER, Nicole
DAVIS, DelLois

HALE, Frances
PETERS, Marcia
RUEGSEGGER, Harvey
TRENT, Kenya
KELLUMS, Ashley
MCANALLY, Vickie
MORGAN, Andrew
CAMPAGNA, Bob
SEATON, Ron
OATNEY, Ron

2-Mar

2-Mar

3-Mar

5-Mar

7-Mar

9-Mar
10-Mar
11-Mar
12-Mar
14-Mar
14-Mar
15-Mar
18-Mar
19-Mar
19-Mar
19-Mar
20-Mar
20-Mar
21-Mar
22-Mar
23-Mar
23-Mar
24-Mar
25-Mar
26-Mar
26-Mar
26-Mar
26-Mar
26-Mar
26-Mar
28-Mar
28-Mar
28-Mar
30-Mar
30-Mar
31-Mar

March Anniversaries

WOHLMAN, Jerry & Alice Jo
UDLOCK, Michael & Dana
BOUDREAU, Tom & Pam
MCGEE, Larry & Pam
SCHLINGMAN, William & Corwin
HAUGHEY, Dave & Kay

1-Mar
12-Mar
19-Mar
25-Mar
29-Mar
31-Mar



First Christian Church
www.lovelanddisciples.org

2000 N. Lincoln Ave.
Loveland, CO 80538

Phone: 970-667-1318
Careline & Fax: 970-663-4436
E-mail: kirsten@lovelanddisciples.org

Last But Not Least

Vision Statement
Our vision is to be a growing, welcoming, diverse
community of faith that worships, shares, and
expresses through our service the love of God.

Mission Statement
Our mission is to know, grow,
and show the love of God.

Mission
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‘Before we get started, let's say
a little prayer for humility.”




